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3 Preſent at the Hearing, and, 
| who deſired the Pabliſhe. 
ing, this SERMON. 3 
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1 So was, you hoon, :the earneſt. 


that I ſhould Sh . the) 
Service, which now, at your, and 
the Requeſt of many others, is 
made more publick. I am fatil⸗ 
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Cuſtom of his good Father on 
ſiuch uu and yet, I cannot 
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perſwad My lf to omit.the 
nty Account I gave, of what 
te Advantagiotfly, 
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t raed mor 
ll with great Juſtire have been 
enlarged n We who verge in- 
vited to attend the Funeral Solem- 
nity (one only excepted) had the 
Happineſs of his Acquialiitance, 
and were Fellow · Students with 
hin, under the Care and Inftrus. 


Sons of | the ſame very able 
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Taars & Unt he hadg and if we 


his Example ſhould be remembred 


Dor 82:40 ikk | 
provement Which he did of the 
gleat Advantages we then had 


by usr to quicken: us to the? cloſes 


3 Application now. 


NSme» 513. 2d [edt bag f 51 
_ Suffer me to take this Qceaſiows 
to expreſs my great Senſe of the 
kind Providence that has placed 
my Lot in {o agreeable. a Neigh- 
bourhood ; and I take pleaſure in 
telling the World, that whatever 
leſſer Differences there may be in- 
| eri $A» bs | ; 
our Sentiments, I believe no Part 


of the. Kingdom can be found, 
'whetethere is a more hearty Affe- 


Ction between neighbouring Mi- 
niſters and their Congregations, 
than in theſe Parts. Which, that 
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Drorcarro N. 
it may long eontinue; and in- 
creaſe, 1 that all our Miniſtra- | 
tions, both ſtated and occaſional 
may be abundantly bleſſed of God 
to the Converſion of many Sinners, 
and the Edification of God's Pe- 
ple, is, hy ſhall be e's carne 


. LUO 


_—_ e 
241 1 0. 


+4 2 1 {43 10 


1 Bona 
v 9 % n 2 2790 g 


oa. 1 ere _ VL Y 


| k To n 
ank I a 5 „ une” ws ere * Nn + 
* 4 7 . , : pd A 


tk 4 - Vo COR 5 1 BY 

1 Cor. *. 5 5 

0 Death, Ws 16 85 0 

pg where is 90250 52 be. 
Sting of. — us 180 5 -and. =» 

Strength of Sin is the This } Bin 

- "Thanks be to God. who' greeth us 
the Vai, 2 our Led Jes 6. 

$4 13% * i * 

as Cbriſt. onshil ms þ 
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ſtle Pants triumphant Song in 

the 'View of Death. Both 

Death and Hades, or the inviſible 

World, were lobked on by him without 

any Terror. He knew in whoth br Bu 

believed, even in ont who wat able td © 
keep what he had tontmitted 0 him un- | 


m the great Day in Jeſus who lieeth 


7 dg once he was uedd) and it alive 
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fer evermore, and bas the Keys of Hell, 


and of Death": Who bad by dying de- 
ed bim that bad the Power of 
Death, i. e. the Devil; and thus bas 
\deliver'd bis Peoph, who, through fear 
of Death, muſt otherwiſe have been all 
their Life-time ſubjeft to Bondage. And 
though it was more common for Chriſti- 
ans in the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, to 
attain to a full Aſſurance of their Intereſtt 
in the Saviour, and ſo of their Meetneſs 
for eternal Happineſs, than in our Day; 
pet, bleſſed be God, even ſtill we find 
ſome Inſtances of Believers, who can fay, 
"We know that if our earthy Houſe of this 
Tabernacle were diſoloed, we have a 
Building of God; an Houſe not made 
with Hands, eternal in the Heavens, 
Of this Number was our dear deceaſed 
Friend, who rejoiced in hope of the Glo- 
ry of God,; and having good reafon, 
through Grace, to believe that he was 

* become a Child of God, he knew how 


to conclude, Cbhilaren then Heirs, 
_ | Heirs 


Rev, Mr. Timothy Shepherd. 3 
Heirs of God, and joint Heirs with 
Cbriſt; and it was his own Deſire that 
I would inſiſt on the Words but now read 
to you, as the Subject of a Funeral Diſ- 
courſe, whenever God ſhould call him 
to Glory. But alas ! methinks the Words 
in 2 great meaſure loſe their Accent 
when pronounced by us, whoſe Spirits 
are ſo low, whoſe Hearts ſo out of tune 
for this ſacred Sang! The bleſſed Apoſtle 
had been caught up to Heaven, had been 
favoured with a View of the Glories of 
the Upper World, had had ſame Taſte 
of the Bleſſedneſs of that State, which 
Death ſhould be his Entrance into; with 
what Tranſports of Joy might: he there« 
fore pronounce theſe Words ? Happy 
they whoſe Faith is ſtrong and lively, 
and who can with Spirit join with him 
herein! | | h 


In the Begining of this Chapter, the 
facred Writer gives us the ſtrongeſt Proof - 
of a Matter of the utmoſt Importance 

B 3 in 


in Chriſtianity; namely, of the Reſur- 
| recion of Chriſt from the Dead. And 
© indeed: (as he ſays) if Chrift be not riſen, 
mi is all preaching vain; and our 
| Faith cain; but, bleſſed be God, this 
is a Matter capable of the moſt abundant 
Proof that a reaſonable Mind could wiſh 
for. Here are Witneſſes enough, all of 
them Men of Integrity and Uprightneſs, 
and who ſurely having had Intimacy with 
Jeſus, before his Death, could not be de- 
| ccived, and miſtake ſome other for him. 
| Having thus proved that Chriſt is riſen, 
| he infers the Certainty of our Reſurrecti- 
on likewiſe : As Chriſt the Firſt-fruits is 
. riſen, ſo ſhall they that are his, at his 
coming. But tho in ſome reſpects it ſhall 
be the fame Body which Believers put 
off at Death, that they ſhall then again 
receive, yet the Alteration in it will be 
very great and glorious: It is ſown in 
| | Corruption, it is raiſed in Incorruption ; 

| it is own in Diſhonour, it ſhall be raiſed 
| in. Glory ; it is ſown in Weakneſs, it 
ſhall 


| 4 4 Sermon on the Death of the 
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ſhall be raiſed in Power; it is ſown a 
natural Body, it ſhall be raiſed a ſpiri- 
tual Body. The Bodies of the Saints, 
when brought to Glory, ſhall be made 
like to Chriſt's own moſt glorious: Body; 
for as we have borne the Image of the 
earthy Adam, we ſhall alſo bear the I- 
mage of the Heavenly. And even as to 
thoſe who ſhall be found alive at the ſe- 
cond Coming of our Lord, though they 
ſhall not die, yet muſt they undergo a 
Change equivalent; for this Corruptible - 
muſt put on Incorruption, and this Mor- 
tal muſt put on Immortality; and then 
Hall bebrought to paſs the Saying that is 
written, Death is ſwallowed up in Vice 
zory : And ſo are introduced the Words 


of the: Text, O Death, where 15 thy 
King? &c. 


The Margin of our Bible refers us to two 
Places of Scripture, to one or both of which 
the Apoſtle has a Regard; Ila. xxv. 8. Be 
will (wallow up Death in Victory, and 

1 ths 


4A Sermon on the Death of the 

in Chriſtianity; namely, of the Reſur- 
rection of Chriſt from the Dead. And 
indeed (as he ſays) if Chrift be not riſen, 
thin is all preaching vain, and our 
4 Faith cain; but, bleſſed be God, this 

is a Matter capable of the moſt abundant 
Proof that a reaſonable Mind could wiſh 
for. Here are Witneſſes enough, all of 
them Men of Integrity and- Uprightneſs, 
aud who ſurely having had Intimacy with 
Jeſus, before his Death, could not be de- 
ceived, and miſtake ſome other for him. 
Having thus proved that Chriſt is riſen, 
he infers the Certainty of our Reſurrecti- 
on likewiſe : As Chriſt the Firſt-fruits is 
- riſen, ſo ſhall they that are his, at his 
coming. But tho in ſome reſpects it ſhall 
be the fame Body which Believers put 
off at Death, that they ſhall then again 
receive, yet the Alteration in it will be 
very great and glorious: It is ſown in 
Corruption, it is raiſed in Incorruption ; 
t is own in Diſponour, it ſhall be raiſed 
| in Cm; it is ſown in Weakneſs, it 

1 ö ſhall 
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ſhall be raiſed in Power ; it is ſown a 
natural Body, it ſhall be raiſed! a ſpiri- 
tual Body. The Bodies of the Saints, 
when brought to Glory, ſhall be made 
like to Chriſt's own moſt glorious Body; 
ſor as we have borne the Image of the 
earthy Adam, we ſhall alſo bear the I- 
mage of the Heavenly. And even as to 
thoſe who ſhall be found alive at the ſe- 
cond Coming of our Lord, though they 
ſhall not BY. yet muſt they undergo a 

Change equivalent; for this Corruptible - 
muſt put on Incorruption, and this Mor- 

tal muſt put on Immortality; and then 

ſhall be brought to paſs the Saying that is 
written, Death is ſwallowed up in Vice 
tory : And ſo are introduced the Words 


of the Text, O Death, where 15 thy 
King? &c. 


The Margin of our Bible refers us to two 
Places of Seripture, to one or both of which 

the Apoſtle has a Regard; Ia. xxv. 8. He 
will (wallow up Death in Victory, and 
I ibs 


6 A Sermoiton the Death of the 

tbe Lord God will wipe away Tears 
from all Faces. Hof. xiii. 14. T will 
ranſom them from the Puwer of the 
Grave, I will redeem them from Death: 
O Death, I will he thy Plagues;; O 
Grave, F will be thy Deftruttion. And 
I don't ſce why we may not ſuppoſe the 
Apoſtle alludes ta both theſe . 


* 


In ſpeaking to the Words, I 0 
to inſiſt on theſe two Obſervations. 

I. That there is fomething in Death 
and the Grave which cannot but be very 


terrible to the human Nature, when c con- 


ſider d in it ſelf But, 


II. Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt has fur- 
niſhed all that have hope of an Inte. 
reſt in him, with Ground for Triumph 


over both. 


ang ia Don and 
the Grave, which when confider'd in it 
ſelf, 
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ſelf, -muſt needs de pens. to Gy 
1 
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en d 1. let us conſider Death 
and the Grave, as they are in themſelves 
natural Evils, 2. The Sting of Death, 
and the Victory of the Grave. 3. The 
Strength which this W detives "_ 
* Law. 3 | 


| od Let us confider Death and the 
Grave, as they are natural Evils. And 
I perſuade: my felf, there is ſcarce any 
one to whom in this View of them, they 
appear not at all ſhocking. © Are we not 
e ſo apt to love our native Place, where 
« e have taſted ſo many Delights, paſ- 
e ſed ſo many pleaſing Hours, converſed 
© ſo agreeably with this and the other 
<« dear Relation, or aſſectionate Friend ;' * 
that a Meſſenger ſent to call us away 
* from all, will be likely to prove very 
* unwelcome. To be for ever baniſhet; 
from the Go in which we were 
| | * born, 


CJ *:, 


8 Ie on the Band of hs, 


©. born, where we firſt drew our vita 


Air, where we learnt all the Accom-' 
<« 'pliſhments which we have attained „can - 
« not but be very diſagreeable” Death 
ſeparates us from all that is dear to us 

in this World: This is very beautifully 
expreſt by an ingenious Writer on this 
Subject. © Death, ſays he, diſſolves the 
ce neareſt and ſtrongeſt Ties of Nature and 
« Friendſhip, and hath no Regard to all 
« the Names of Endcarmens among 
& Men; ſuch as Parents and Children, 
cc Brother and Siſter, Husband and Wife. 
<< It tears us from the Embraces of thoſe 
« that loved us, and whom we loved; 
„ takes us away while they ſtand weep- 
« ing round us.“. And as Death dif- 


| ſolves all ſuch Relations, fo it robs us 


of all our worldly Subſtance, how vaſt 


ſoever our Stores may have been, This 
the wiſe Man elegant iy expreſſes; Raclſ. 


v. 15. As we came forth out of our Mo- 
#hber's Womb, naked ſhall we return to 
go as we came, and ſhall take nothing 


= 
.% 


pear that. we bude only labourtd for the 


"Riv! Mr: Timschy — 


of our Labour, whitch/we may carry a- 


way in our Band; in all Points as wa 
came, ſo ſpali we go; and de ſhall 
therefore have no Profit; ſor it will ap- 


Wind: This the ſacred Penman himſelf 
calls a ſore Evil under the Sun: And 
the Phalmiſt ſpeaking on this Subject 
mentions the abſolute Impoſſibility of pro- 
curing a Diſcharge from this Warfare; 


either by our Riches; or the Affection 


which any bear to us; for Death is blind 


to the Offers of the one, and deaf to the 


Entreaties of the others Pal. xlix. 6, 
&c. They that truſt in their Weak, 
and boaſt themſelves in the Multitude 7 
their Riches; none of them can by am 
means redeem his Brother, (and'therefore 
himſelf neither) nor giveto God a Ranſom 


For him; that be ſhould ſtill live for ever; 
and not ſee Corruption. But beſides all 


this, the Agonies of Death, and the 


gloomy Darkneſs and noiſom Putrefacti⸗ 
on of the Grave, tend to render it exs | 


— 


S8 bee ding 


| to A Sermon on the Death of the- 

ceeding horrid. Who knows how pain- 
ful the Separation between the Soul and 
Body ? As ſaid our late dear Brother, in 
his dying Agonies ; It is one thing to think 
and ſpeak of dying at a Diſtance, but an- 
other thing to feel the Pains of Death. 
| And ſurely the Perſon muſt be upon the 
Wrack, when the Soul and Body, 'thoſe 
| once near and dear Companions, are to 
be rent aſunder ; when the Agonies of 
the one forces away the other, no longer 
able to ſupport them, and the Body be- 
comes a lifeleſs Carkaſs : It grows pale 


and ghaſtly, it quickly putrifies and be- 


comes loathſome ; and thoſe who uſed to 
take the greateſt Delight in its Company, 
forſake it; in a very few Days it is car- 
ried forth from the Place where it uſed 
| to reſide; is laid in the Ground, be- 
comes a Feaſt for Worms, is ſoon for- 
| gotten, the Places that once knew it, 
} ſhall know it no more: It returns to the 
Duſt, from whence it was taken; and as 


the Thoughts of the Perſon deceaſed do 
1 all 
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all periſh, ſo the Thoughts of others con 
cerning it too. Such is Death and the 
Grat, conſider d as they are natural E- 
vils: And in this View of them Death 
is alike to all. All find the ſame Recep- 
tion in the Grave. There is in this Senſe, 
aue Event to the Righteous, and to the 
Wicked ; as it hapeneth to the Fuol, ſo to 
Solomon himſelf. Eccleſ. ii. 1 5, 16. T here 
i 0 Remembrance of the wiſe Man, 
more than of the Fool for ever; ſeeing 
that which now is ſhall all be forgotten, 
aud how dieth the wiſe Man? as the 
Fool. But tho Death, in this View of it, 
is the ſame to all, yet the Text leads to 
other Views of it, in which it is far other» 
wiſe, Which brings us to conſider, 


( 2.) The Sting of Death, and the Vi- 
ctory which the Grave ſeems to have 
over thoſe who are brought to it. And 
thus are we led to think on Death as a 
penal Evil, inflicted on Man for his Diſ- 
obedience, It is that Puniſhment which 


C 2 was 


12 A Sermon on the Deutb of be 

was threatned in Caſe of the Breach of 
God' Law, and to Which all Mank ind 
are become obnoxious: For by ond Man 
Sin entred into the World, and Death y 
Sin, and fo Death paſſed upon all, for 
that all have ſumed: By one Man's 'Dife 
obedience, many become Sinners ; Fudg= 
ment came upon all Men to Condenmation :. 
And ſo Death is ſaid to reign even over 
theſe who have not fanned, after the Si- 
militnde of Adam's Tranſgreſſion. - For 
they are eſteemed Sinners in God's 
Sight, and the: Sin wherewith they are 
charged, we find reigneth unto Death, 
| Row. v. 12, &c. It was Man's Apoſta- 
fy from God, that rendered Death and 
the Grave ſuch victorious Conquerors, 
They could have had no Power to hurt 
us, had not Man, by his own fatal Mic. 
carriage, given it to them. As our Ini- 
| quities have ſeparated between us and our 
God, and we hereby have cauſed him to 
| hide his Face from. us, ſo we. ſhall find 
[ they will ſeparate our Souls from our Bo- 


dies 
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when. Cod ſets gur Iniquities before. him, 
our ſecret Sins in the Light of is Cvun- 
tenance, | then are we conſumea iy bis 
Anger, and by bis Wrath are aue treu- 
Med, Pal. xc. 7, 8. When be with Re- 
bukes-correfts Man for Inguity, be 
wakes his Beauty 10 tinfſume dwny like: 

* a Moth, Pſal xxxiz. 11. All the Power 
q Death to hurt is from Sin: Sin wounds 
the Soul, it pierces it through, and its 
Sting is poiſonous and deadly, And haw 
ſmall, comparatively, are all the Evils 
mentioned under the laſt Head to this © 
Though it muſt be grievous to the Man 
Who has minded nothing but the World, 
and earthly Enjoyments, to think of lea- 
ving all his dear Delights, yet his Sins 
ſtaring him in the Face, makes Death 
much more dreadful. He knows he is 
going to receive the Wages of his: Ini⸗- 
quit y. This is indeed the Sting of Death, 
that it is the Fruit and Effect of Sin. 
E | And a5 the Text mentions the Sting of 
1 Death, 
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14 A umi on the Death of tbe 
Deith, ſo the Victory of the Grave? 
And how victorious, ſor a Time, does it 
ſeem to be © Ts it not indeed a mighty 
Conqueror ꝰ All the long- lived Patri- 
archs, not excluding Metbaſalab himſelf, 
were at length made Trophies of its Vi- 
6 \Hbrabam, JV acc, and Jacob, 
yea, and. Dacjd too, the Man after 
God's own Heart, alt yet lie in the 
Chambers of Silence, and the Grave, ſhall” 
be victorious: over them till the Reſure 
rection. A Vit | 


e 3.) Confiter we the Strength which” 
Sin derives from the Law. The Taw © 
makes it to be Sin. It would not bear that 
Name, was it not from its Contrariety to 


God's Law, its Oppolition to his Will: 
The Law is holy, juſt, and good, but 


ſo tis become offenſive to God. Adams 
eating of the Tree of Knowledge of 
Good and Evil, had been no Crime, had 
it not been forbidden Fruit: And then 
0 Sin 


Rev. Mr. Timothy Shepherd. 15 
worketh in us all manner of Concupi · 


not Inown Sin, but by the Law; for be 
had not known Laff, if the Law bad 
not ſaid, thou ſhalt not covet, Rom. vii. 
7, 8. Says One on this Place, the cor- 
rupt Nature would not have ſwelled and 
Z raged ſo wuch, but becauſe the Law lays 
KReſtraints upon it: And ſince our Firſt 
Parents eat forbidden Fruit, all their Po- 
ſterity have been ſtrangely difpos'd to 
XZ tread in their Steps. The Law is de- 
2 figned to ſtop the Current of Mens Lult ; 
but ſo it is, the more they are ſtopt, 


7 Lometimes the higher they ſwell : And ſo 


though the Commandment be holy, jaſt, 
and good, and was ordained to * 
yet many find it to be unto Death; 

2 Occaſion of Death unto them, But 4 


principal thing intended here, is, as 1 


q X conceive, to intimate that the Law con- 
4 tains the Sentence of Death denounced a- 


AL ainſt Sinners, and .O is Sin ſaid to have. 


its 


ſcence. The Apoſtle tells us, He had 


4 
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its Strength from the Law. Sin theres 
fore works Death, brcanſe the Law ſays; 
Curſed is every one that continues not 
in all things contained therein; to do 
tbem. The Word of God reveals to 
Man his Duty in ſo clear and convincing 
a Light, that when we compare our ſelves 
with it, and find that we are ſadly want- 
ing, the Law ſtands in full Force againſt 
us: And thus has Sin its Strength, thus 
does it ruin us; for it is contrary to the 
Rule of Duty, and ſo according to the 
Law it ſelf deſerves Death : And the 
Death which the Law of God threatens, 
is not merely Death temporal; but Death 
eternal; for Sin is an Offence againſt an 
infinitcly perſect Being, and Crimes al- 


ways ariſe higher and higher, in pro- 


portion to the Perſons, againſt whom 


they are committed; and therefore the 
Word of God tells us, that he Wichse 


ſhall go away into eternal Puniſhment ; | 
the Smoke of their Torment ariſes fo | 
ever and ever. This is indeed an Evil 
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| Death and the Grave: Thanks be 10 
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moſt of all to be feared, that the Death 
of the Body ſhould be followed with the 


Death and Deſtruction of the Soul and 


Body, and that according to our 
Deſert, not the firſt only, but the ſe« 
cond Death ſhould be our Portion, 'The 
Law may well be ſaid to be the Strength 
of Sin, ſince ſuch is its Denuneiation ; 
and it tells us no way to eſcape, if we 
are Sinners. According to it, no Of- 
fence can be pardoned ; it makes no Pro- 
viſion of Happineſs, but only for thoſs 
who yield perfe& Obedience to it: And 
O how unſpeakably miſerable muſt we 


better C ovenant than that of Works | 
But bleſſed be God, it is far others 
wiſe, For, 


II. Our Lord Jefus Chriſt has furniſtis 
ed all that have hope of an Intereſt in 
him, with Ground for Triumph over 


D 


God, 


_— 


18 A Sermon on the Death of the 
Son, who giveth us the Victory through 
aur Lord Feſus Chriſt, R 
1. He has made Es for Sin; 
by the Sacrifice of himſelf: Chriſt Jeſus 
has ſatisfied divine Juſtice ; has made 
Reconciliation for Iniquity, bas finiſhed 
Tranſereſſion, made an End of Sin, and 
brought in everlaſting Righteouſneſs. He 
gave himſelf for us, that he might de- 
liver us from that Deſtruction to which 
we ſtood expoſed. This was his great 


World, viz. to ſave bis People from 


Unjuft, that be might bring us to God : 
Laid down his Life to ranſom our Souls 
from Death and Hell. We know the 
Church of God was purchaſed with bis 
own Blood : A ſufficient Price has been 
paid, even as much as God required, Si- 
der and Gold indeed would be of no Avail 
nn this Caſe; and we are not redeemed 
with 


Errand on which he was ſent into the 


their Sins: He ſuffered the Juſt for the 
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Rev. Mr. Timothy Shepherd. xg 
with ſuch; corruptible Things, but with 
the precious Blog of Chrift, as of 4 
Lamb, without Blemiſh, and without 
Spot. Our Redeemer was no leſs a Per- 
ſon. than God manifeſt in the Fleſh ; he, 
as to his divine Nature, was One with 
the Father, thought it ao Robbery to be 
equal with God; for he was the Bright- 
neſs of his Glenn, and the expreſs Image 
- of bis Perſon ; and therefore what he 
did and ſuffered after he had condeſcen- 
ded to come in Faſhion: as a Man, and 
in the Form of a Servant, and ſo was 
phedient unto Death, was available to 
do away all our 'Tranſgreſhons, There 
was infinite Merit in the Redeemer's Un- 
dertaking, and ſo he frees us from the 
Curſe of the Law, having been made a 
Curſe for us, In this reſpect, Be has 
actually and fully aboliſhed Death to all 
his People; for he has taken away that 
which made it deadly and poiſonous. 
The Tranſgreſſions of his People are for- 

D 2 given; 
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given ; their Sins are covered, and Ini- 
quity is no longer imputed to them; ſor 
every Believer is righteous, having the 
Righteouſneſs of the Redeemer imputed 
to him by God, and ſo is made comely, 
through 515 Comelineſs put upon bim. 


21. He, as the Head of his Church, 
; beſtows Grace and Strength, to mortify 
and ſubdue our Corruptions: Is Death 
therefore terrible, becauſe of Sin à Why 
then, behold, Chriſtian, thy Saviour 
offering thee Aſſiſtance to ſet thee freo 
from the Bondage thou haſt been in to it. 
The Son maketh us free, and ſa are we 
free indeed. The Goond Adam is in 
WH this Reſpe a quickning Spirit, as he is 
che Author of ſpiritual Life in every holy 
Soul: As is the Vine, ſo are the Bran- 
ches; and being in him, we derive Sap 
and kindly Influence enabling us to bring 
forth Fruit, for without him we could dv 
bn. He, by his Spirit, raiſes Be- 0 
lievers 
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lievers to Newneſs of Life, and thus are 
we created anew in Chriſt Jeſus unto 
good Works ; and the Seed that he thus 
ſows in the Heart, is incorruptible Seed, 
= rbich lives and abides for ever. In 
= giving us the Victory over our Corrup- 
tions, he in ſome meaſure may be ſaid 
to give us the Victory over Death. 


3. Even in Death it ſelf the Chriſtian 
Z ſhall find underneath him an everlaſting 
Arm; the eternal God will then be his 
* Refuge: He muſt, tis true, lie in the 
2 Grave, muſt paſs through the Valley of 
the Shadow of Death; well, but fill he 
has his God and Saviour with him, The 


4 | ' Redeemer will be with the Saint in the 


Time of his Diſtreſs, he will not forſake 
him; no, when Heart and Fleſh are 
ready to fail him, he will be the Strength 
1 1 of his Heart, and his Portion for ever. 


3 | He that has Hope of being intereſted i in 
* Favour of God, through Chriſt, ſees 


Death 
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Death Rripp'd of its moſt frightful Garb: 
To him it appears as a Bed of Reſt, 
Ja. lvii. a. He ſball emer into Peace: 
They ſhall enter into Reft, each one walk- 
ing in his Righteonſneſs. Rev. xiy. 13. 
And I heard a Voice from Heaven, ſay- 
ing umo me, Write, Bleſſed are the 
Dead which die in the Lord, from 
henceforth : Lea, ſaith the Spirit, that 


they may reſt fr om their L,abuurs. 


4. The Chriſtian knows the Time is 
quickly coming, when to him. Death 
and the Grace ſhall be no more, Death 3 
is an Enemy to be ſure to the Chriſtian, 8 
for, for a Seaſon it depriyes him of that 3 
full and compleat Happineſs, of which 
he is. an Heir: The Redeemer therefore | 
being himſelf riſen again from the Dead, 1 
baving hooſed the Pains, or Chains of © : 
Dearh, becauſe it was impoſſible that be 1 
ſhould be holden of it, will in due Time 1 
colle® the ſcattered Particles of the Duſt | 
of q 
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of his Saints, and re- unite Soul and Body, 
and bring them both into his immediate 
Preſence, where there is Pulteſs of Joy, 
and Pleaſure for evermore. Tf we be- 
liebe that Feſus died, and riſe again, 
XZ com /o them alſo, that ſkep in Feſus, 
XZ will God bring with him. The Time 
is coming, when the Sea ſhall deliver 
up the Dead that are in it, and Death 
and the Grave ſhall deliver up the Dead 
that are in them, Rev xx. 13. Then 
ſhall the ſeeming Victory of Death and 
the Grave over the Saint, appear with 
a quite different Aſpect. The. Victory 
of the Saint over both will be perfect, and 
compleat; Death ſhall be ſwallowed ap 
in Victory. The Soul therefore that has 
been enabled, thro' Grace, to fly for 
& Refuge to lay hold on the Hope ſet before 
it, that has applied to Jeſus according to 
his Goſpel, knowing this, that a few 
Days more, and he ſhall utterly foil this 
ſuppoſed Conqueror, in the ſure and cer 

2 tain 
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tain Perſwaſion of it, may before-hand 
ery out, O Death, where is thy Sting? 
O Grave, where 1s thy Victory? | 


Were there Time, I might ſhew what 

is neceſſary, in order to our being able, 
in the View of Death, to join in this 
triumphant Song. And, 


1. There muſt be really and truly a 
Work of Grace in the Soul. Alas, to 
the Sinner, Death has a Sting that wounds 
incurably; the Victory of the Grave is 
compleat, for the ſecond Death ſucceeds i 
the Removal of the guilty Wretch out of 
| - this World: He muſt for ever lie in the Þ 
Place of Guilt. It is only thoſe bleſſed Þ 
and holy Souls, that have been made 
Partakers of the firſt Reſurrection from 
the Death of Sin to the Life of Righte- 4 
ouſneſs, that ſhall find themſelves Heirs 3 
of the Bleſſedneſs of which we have been 4 3 
m_ g. And, © | 
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2. The Spirit muſt ſhine upon his own 
Work, and diſcoyer to the Soul that he 
is one of thoſe that belong to Chriſt 3 
For, if the Spirit does not bear Witneſs 
with our Spirits, we cannot take the 
Comfort of our Relation unto him. 
When any therefore have the Witneſs 
in themſelves, that they have cloſed with 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt by Faith, they 
may ſay, without Fear, as in our ING 
0 8 where is thy King? &c. 


= APPLICATION 


1. Is it only thro' Chriſt Jeſus that: - 
we can hope to have the Victory over 
Death and the Grave? how ſolicitous 
ſhould we be to be intereſted in him I 
All the dreadful Load of Guilt which we 
have contracted, ſo heavy and infup- 
portable a Burden, muſt lie upon us, if 
| + we do not belong to Chriſt : This will 
i SE E infal- 


— 
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infallibly, at Death, not only fink us 
Into the Grave, but into Hell, What 
conſidering Mind then is there, that 
would not ſay, doubtleſs, I count all 


Things but Loſs, for the Excellency of Y 


the Knowledge of Cbriſt Feſus' the 
Lord. 


2. How will the Love of Chriſt con- 
ſtrain the real Chriſtian to live to him, 
who has bought Victory over all his Ene- 
mies for him at ſo dear a Rate? Behold 
here, Chriſtian, and be amazed at the 
. Love of Jeſus, which paſſes Knowledge ! 
Tho' he was rich, infinitely ſo, being 
no leſs than God equal with the Father, 
yet for our Sake he became poor, that 
we thro' his Poverty might become rich. 
The Lord of Life and Glory was cru- 
cified, and ſo entred into the Regions 
of Death and Darkneſs, to take away | 


Conqueſt over the Grave, But what 


the Sting of Death, and to give us a i x 
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true; The Loe of Chriſt will conſtr ain. 


Judge, that if one died for all, then 


Rev. My. Timothy Shepherd, 27 
coſt him ſo much, comes to us moſt free- 
ly: We are juſtified freely by the Grace 
of God, through the Redemption which 
is in Chriſt Jeſus. I verily perſwade 
my ſelf, that whatever, ſome may ſay, with 
reſpect to the Doctrines which exalt the 
free Grace of God the moſt, and aſcribe 
all the Glory of our Salvation to the 
Redeemer, as if they had a Tendency 
to Licentiouſneſs, yet will the Apoſtle's 
Account of the Matter be found moſt 


all his real Diſciples, becauſe they thug. - 


were all dead; and that be died, that. 
they who live ſhould not henceforth live. © 
to themſelves, hut to him who loved Dem 
and gave bimſelf for them. 


3. How ſhould this Thought, that 
Chriſt Jeſus will certainly give his People 
the Victory over Death and the Grave, 
remoying the Sting, and making them 

E 3 Con- 
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Conquerors, reconcile them to the 
Thoughts of Dying ? This was what 


the View of his approaching Diſſolution.” 
He had many excellent Qualifications, 
which tended to render him a very agree- 
able Friend and Companion. Before his 
long Illneſs had fo ſcized his Spirits, he 

was a Perſon of much innocent Chear- 
fulneſs and Pleaſantry, which rendred 
his Converſation very engaging. Beſides 
a quick and lively Genius, which eapa- 
Gitated him for the more tafy attaining 
| the Knowledge of thoſe Things which 
he ſearched into, his Application and 


| Induſtry was very conſiderable. But 
| What « crowned all, Was the Seriouſheſs of. 


| Things. His Faith and Truſt in God, 
bie Patience under the 155 Afficions 


Jer. him "worthy our Imitation, 22 
8 he 


ſupported our dear deceaſed Friend, in 4 
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A Diſpoſition too rarely to be met with, 
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he was in a Capacity of appearing in the 
Pulpit, he ſhewed Preaching was his 
delightfat Work, and that he was in 
2 earneſt when he recommended Religion 
to the Regard of his Hearers: And, I 
2 verily hope and believe, from the general 
4 5 he met with where he la- 
© bour' d, that there ſhall be found ſome 
at the great Day, who ſhall be his Joy” 
[ and en of rejoicing. 


4 1 dow? t know how to omit mentioning 
his Charity and Candour towards thoſe 

who were in a different way of think- 
ing from himſelf, in leſſer Matters: 


I am afraid, in thoſe of us who are 
younger Miniſters, and have not yet 
© attained thoſe Meaſures of Knowledge, 
4 J which, in Time, perhaps, we may 
arrive at. I ſhould be ſorry if any 
mould think he was indifferent as to the 
JF} great and more important Doctrines of 
_ | the 


30 A Sermon on the Death of the” 
the Goſpel; for, I perſwade my ſelf, he; 
upon all Occaſions, was ready to con- 
. tend earneſtly for the Faith once deli- 
vered to the Saints: But yet he knew 
the Truth might be ſpoken in Love, 
Eph. iv. 15. And he had learn'd to ſpeak 3 
it without Bitterneſs, Wrath, Clamour, and 
Evil-ſpeaking. But, what is eſpecially i 
to be taken notice of in him, is this, that 
he had no thought of finding Acceptance 
with God for any Thing that there was 
in himſelf, but only as he hoped he was | 


Intereſted in Chriſt Jeſus. His Regards A 
to God's Will, tho' the Evidence of his 


being a Child of God, yet was not the 


Righteouſneſs by which he hoped to be 


_ juſtified. He knew it was Jeſus Chriſt i 


alone that could -diſarm Death of its 


Sting; and therefore with what Delight 
© might he pronounce the Words of the 
| "Text, I thank God who giveth me the | 
* Victory, through Feſus Chriſt my Lord. 1 

And thas Dying was not terrible in his 
Appre- 
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Apprehenſion ; he had a Deſire to de- 
part, that he might be with Jeſus: And, 
if we have ground to hope we have re- 
ceived Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, we need 
not be afraid of all that Death and the 
Grave can do to us. | 


4. This Conſideration, that the Be- 
liever is a Conqueror over Death and the 
Grave, ſhould tend to ſtill and quiet 
ſurviving Friends, at their Removal. 
I am well aſſured, that as to the worthy 
Parents of our dear Brother deceaſed, 
their Heart's Deſire and Prayer to God, 
both for him and all the reſt of the Children, 
whom God graciouſly gave them, always 
was, that they might be ſaved. He thathas 
been ſuch a faithful Steward. of the My- 
ſteries of God, and ſo diligently watched 
for the Souls of all his Hearers, did, I 
am ſatisfied, as it were, travel in Birth |} 
to ſee Chriſt formed in his own Chil- 

dren. And are not his Prayers heard, 


[ 


32 J Srmmi on the Death ef the 
hope, not for this only; but for the reſt 
likewife? Well, and when God has 
made a Child of his meet to be a Par- 
taker of the Inheritance of the Saints in 
Light, and has actually called him to 
take Poſſeſſion of it, will not this give 
Relief under fo ſevere a Stroke? I am 
ſure no other Conſideration can be equal 
to it. As to ſorrowing for thiſe who 
Sleep in Feſus, as Perſons without Hope, 
tis moſt unreaſonable : And tho' we may 
ſorrow for our own great Loſs, (and I 
am perſwaded all the neighbouring 
Churches that knew him, and have had 
the Benefit of his occaſional Labours, 
think the Loſs very great) yet the Con- 
fideration of his Gain, will, in ſome mea» 
8 ae! 3 * = 


«$5 * is very lawful for us to pray; 
that when we come to die, if it be God's 
Will, we may have a comfortable View 


of his revonglled. Face through Chriſt, 
2 tae 


hat ſo we may bear our Teſtimony to 
im, at our Departure from this World, 


avenly Hoſt ſtanding around their dying 


to Abrabam's Boſom! Lord, if it 
vere thy Will, let this be our Happineſs ! 
at ſo, in 
ay be able tg fay, We know that our 


t the lauter Day on this Earth : And 
bw after our Skin, Worms deſtroy this 
Body, yet in our Fleſp we ſhall ſee God. 
en may we put off the Body, ſaying, 


y Soul in Hell, nor ſuffer my Fleſh for 
er to ſee Corruption; but wilt at 
wth ſhew me the Path of Life, and 
ne me into thy Preſence, where there 


Fulneſs of Foy, and Pleaſures for 
4 more, 
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) happy Souls, who ſee a Convoy of the 


teds, ſafely to carry the departing Spirit 


Proſpect of Death, we 


Ledeemer livetbh, and that be ſhall land 


ith the Pſalmiſt, Thou wilt not leave 
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